ig8	CORRESPONDENCE OF	£1830
the plan. There were eight Parties in the City, and the
excitement little short of revolutionary heat, altho' no
constitutional questions or great principles were involved
in the contest. It resulted in a large majority in favor of
the present general Administration, and the cry now is
"Jackson, and State Rights." Of the President's reelec-
tion there can be no doubt. Clay will be his only oppo-
nent, and his race will be a forlorn one. J. Q. Adams has
gone into the House of Representatives again from
Massachusetts, no one can divine for what, but the step
meets with general reprobation. Calhoun, having served
eight years as Vice President, will not be a candidate
again.
Altho' opposed upon principle to our Chief Magis-
trate's serving more than one Term, I am yet glad that
Gen1 Jackson will be continued in office as things now
are. Our political elements are undergoing a ferment at
present that renders the popularity and energy of such a
person highly desirable, and an escape from presidential
contest and change will give full scope to the important
questions now abroach. These are many and momentous,
all terminating in the fundamental and primeval oppo-
sition of Federal power and State Rights. This is the
last struggle between them, and the issue from present
appearances will probably be the annihilation of State
sovereignties and the consolidation of all political power
in a great national Government. This was the scheme for
a long time adopted in the Convention that framed the
Constitution, and to get rid of it then cost a severe con-
test. It is now coming upon us more surely, for the en-
croachments of the General Government are gradual and
noiseless, and carry with them all the sympathies of our
People in behalf of the Union, while the resistance of

